


 
As the Designated Agency Ethics Official, I have determined that a reasonable person 
would not be likely to question your impartiality when it comes to granting CNN 
interviews in your capacity as Secretary of Energy.  Nevertheless, in the unlikely event a 
question is raised about your impartiality in granting and conducting interviews with  
CNN, and after consultation with the Office of Government Ethics, I have determined 
that it is appropriate for me to authorize your participation in granting and conducting 
interviews with CNN.   
 
In reaching this determination, I considered the following:  
 

 The position of Secretary of Energy was established by section 201 of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (Pub. L. 95-91) to serve as the head of 
the Department of Energy.  You are the highest ranking official at the Department 
of Energy, chosen for this position by the President and confirmed by the United 
States Senate.   

 
 From January 2017 to November 2020 you were a Senior Political Consultant for 

CNN where you provided services to CNN as an on-air senior political consultant.    
 

 You have no continuing financial interest or arrangement with CNN.   
 

 CNN is a major national and international news organization.  As of September 
2018, more than 95% of households with cable in the United States subscribed to 
CNN.  CNN is also seen by viewers in more than 200 countries and territories.   
 

 Your decision to grant interviews with CNN in your capacity of Secretary of 
Energy is highly unlikely to have an impact on CNN’s financial interests.  
However, your inability to speak on behalf of the Department and the Biden-
Harris Administration to all news organizations will hinder the important business 
of the Government in ensuring that the citizens of the United States and of  other 
countries are well informed about the Department’s work and Administration 
initiatives.   

 
Bearing in mind these factors, for one year from the date when you severed your 
relationship with CNN, I hereby determine that the interest of the Government in your 
participation in the decision to grant and conduct interviews with CNN, outweighs the 
concern that a reasonable person may question the integrity of the Department’s 
programs and operations.   
 
Therefore, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. 2635.502(d), you are hereby authorized to participate in 
the decision to grant and to conduct interviews with CNN. 
 
I have determined that Paragraph 2 of the Biden-Harris Administration Ethics Pledge 
contained in Executive Order 13989 does not generally apply to your prior relationship 
with CNN when it comes to conducting interviews with CNN reporters and consultants.  
The Office of Government Ethics issued a memorandum interpreting a similar provision 



 
of Executive Order 13490, Memorandum form Robert I. Cusick to Designated Agency 
Ethics Officials, Subject:  Ethics Pledge Issues: Speeches and Pledge Paragraph 2: 
Intergovernmental Personnel Act Detailees, Dated May 26, 2009 (DO-09-020).  In that 
memorandum the Office of Government Ethics “determined that the Pledge is not 
intended to prohibit an appointee form participating in an official speech unless the 
speech would have a demonstrable financial effect on the former employer or client.”  As 
noted above, I have concluded that it is highly unlikely that your participation in an 
interview with CNN would have any financial effect on CNN.  Therefore, a waiver of 
Paragraph 2 of the Pledge is not needed for you to conduct interviews with CNN.   
 
 

 




